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Information about your appointments  
Our team will offer you (the caregiver/parent) and your child a number of 

different appointments to complete the assessment.  

Appointments may be with just yourself, just your child, or you and your 

child together.  

How long do the appointments last?  
Appointments vary in length but are usually between 1-2 hours.  

Where do the appointments happen? 

Appointments will happen via telephone or video call, or at our community 

clinic base across Doncaster.  

What if I can’t attend an appointment? 

If you are unable to attend your scheduled appointment, or if you or your 

child no longer wish to continue with the assessment, please contact us as 

soon as possible on 03000 216460 

We will aim to rebook your appointment for another date, or we can offer 

the appointment to another family on the waiting list if the assessment is no 

longer required.  

What do the appointments involve? 
Pre-Assessment  

Your child’s school/education setting will receive an information pack 3 

months before the planned assessment requesting up to date information 

about your child.  

 

When you have received your initial appointment, you will also be sent an 

electronic form to complete your child’s developmental history (should you 

need support with this please contact us).  
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• This will ask you about your child’s developmental progress from 

birth up to now.  

• Their early history, e.g. birth and pregnancy, when they reached their 

milestones (crawling, walking, speaking)  

You may find it helpful to look at your child’s ‘red book’, or look at photos or 

videos, or past school reports to help remind you of your child’s progress and 

behaviours. 

Initial Assessment Appointment 

During the first appointment we will talk about: 

• The reasons for your child’s referral into our service 

• Your current concerns as a parent/carer and what is working well 

• Your child’s feelings about the assessment, their strengths, difficulties, and 

hopes for the future 

• Your child’s physical and mental health, family life and friendships  

• Professionals involved that would be helpful to contact for further 

information 

• Any concerns/information associated with past or present risk factors such 

as absconding, aggressive behaviour or substance abuse 

• Any significant life events for your child or the family 

If appropriate, you may wish to invite your child to the beginning of this 

appointment to give them an opportunity to talk about how they feel about 

the assessment or ask questions. Following this appointment, we may send 

you some extra questionnaires, to help give us a further understanding of 

your child’s needs.                                                                                                                                                                                       

We will send you a copy of the agreed assessment care plan for your records.  
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Other Assessments  

As part of our assessment, your child may be asked to attend other 

appointments. For example: 

• to look at their thinking and learning, attention or concentration skills 

• to attend a specific autism assessment called an ‘ADOS’ or ‘Migdas’ 

• to attend a specific ADHD assessment called the ‘QbTest’ 

• if any further information is needed additional assessment appointments 

may be arranged to complete other assessments including the ‘DIVA’ for 

example.  

We may ask you, your child or other professionals, such as teachers to 

complete questionnaires to give us a better picture of your child’s needs.  

School Assessment 

• In some occasions we may need to gather more information via a school 

observation session 

Do I need to bring anything to the appointments? 

Your child’s glasses and/or hearing aid (if applicable). 

When will I know the outcome of the assessment? 

We will arrange a feedback appointment with you and your child (depending 

on age) once all assessments have been completed.  

• We will talk to you about the findings of the assessment, make 

recommendations for next steps and answer any questions you or 

your child may have.  

• After the assessment and feedback appointments have been 

completed, we will send you a detailed report of the assessment 

findings with our recommendations. 
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• Will we ask you to check a draft copy to check we have reported 

factual information correctly. 

• Following this, we will also usually send a copy of the report to your 

child’s school, your child’s GP and any other professionals involved in 

your child’s care (e.g. Social Worker).  

• We do not currently offer further follow-up appointments 

with the Neurodevelopmental Assessment Clinicians. 

However, we will support with onward referrals to other 

teams and services that have been identified in the 

assessment process including the Post-Diagnostic Service 

and CAMHS for example.  

• We are currently growing our pre-and post-diagnostic 

support offer with the recruitment of Neurodevelopmental 

Practitioners and Neurodevelopmental Support Workers to 

the pathway. They will deliver a service that is evidence 

based, follows national guidance, and syncs with 

assessment pathways to provide group and individual 

sessions for families, children and young people. 

Please check out our website for other frequently asked questions – 

RDaSH Neurodevelopment (rdash.nhs.uk). 
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